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INTRODUCTION
Resting our faith wholly in the Lord Jesus Christ for our 
salvation and believing in the teachings of the Holy Bible 
as the inerrant and infallible inspired Word of the living 
God, we have affiliated ourselves with one another as a 
body of immersed believers, and we adopt this constitution 
as a declaration of our convictions regarding the effective 
management of the Lord’s work. We enter a fellowship 
that asks all its members to engage in the ministry of 
maintaining its unique and significant testimony.

ARTICLE I: NAME AND PURPOSE

NAME
The name of this organization will be STARKEY ROAD 
BAPTIST CHURCH, INC.

PURPOSE
The purpose of this church will be as follows:

1. the exaltation of the Lord Jesus Christ and His 
Word (I Cor. 1:23-24; II Cor. 4:5; I Tim. 4:13-16; II 
Tim. 3:14-17; 4:2; Titus 1:9),

2. the edification of believers (Matt. 28:19-20; John 
21:15-17; Acts 15:41; 16:4-5; 20:28; Eph. 4:11-16; 
I Tim. 4:6; II Tim. 2:14; Titus 2:1-10),

3. the evangelization of the lost (Matt. 5:13-16; Luke 
24:46-47; Acts 1:8; 13:38-39; Rom. 10:8-17), and

4. the provision of opportunities for fellowship among 
its people (Acts 2:42; Phil. 1:3-5; 2:1-2; I John 
1:30).

While conducting ourselves as an independent, autonomous 
Baptist church, our ultimate purpose will be to glorify God 
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by subjecting ourselves first to Jesus Christ, the Head of 
the Church. And while the church will have the freedom 
to cooperate and associate with other organizations on 
a voluntary basis, it will make every effort necessary to 
withstand and remain separated from the trends of apostasy 
that are prevalent in the world today.

Starkey Road Baptist Church is an approved 501(c)(3) 
tax exempt charitable nonprofit organization recognized 
by the United States Internal Revenue Service. In matters 
related to the corporate status of the ministry, the church 
is recognized as a non-member type since members do not 
own the property but have voting rights. In this structure, 
the deacon board chairman, assistant chairman, and 
secretary will be considered officers of the church.

ARTICLE II: STATEMENT OF 
DOCTRINAL BELIEF
The following statements represent major doctrinal beliefs 
our staff and members hold which guide our faith and 
practice.

BIBLE
We believe that the Holy Bible is the Word of God and that 
as originally written it was verbally and plenarily inspired, 
being the product of Spirit-controlled holy men of God. It 
is, therefore, truth without error, and as the inerrant Word 
of God, is our only infallible authority in all matters of 
faith and practice. The Bible is the supreme revelation of 
the will of God for men, and as such, has been preserved 
through faithful translations in many languages, assuring 
us that we can have absolute confidence in the Word of 
God (Isa. 40:8; I Cor. 2:12-13; II Tim. 3:16-17; II Pet. 
1:19-21).
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GOD
We believe that there is only one living and true God, Who 
is the eternal, self-existing Creator, Sustainer, and Supreme 
Ruler of heaven and earth, an infinite Spirit of absolute 
holiness, worthy of all possible honor, confidence, and love 
(Deut. 6:4; Isa. 43:10-11; 44:6, 8; 45:5-6, 18, 21-22; 46:9; 
Jer. 10:10; John 17:3; I Cor. 8:4-6).

TRINITY
We believe that God eternally exists as three persons in 
one — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit — and that the three 
are equal in every divine perfection, executing distinct but 
harmonious offices in the work of creation, providence, 
and redemption (Matt. 3:16-17, 28:19; John 14:16; 15:26; 
II Cor. 13:14; Rev. 1:4-6).

JESUS CHRIST
We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary as no other man has 
ever been or can be, that as God manifest in the flesh He 
lived a sinless life, and that prior to His human existence He 
has always existed as the eternal Son of God. As the perfect 
God-man He now exists in undiminished deity and perfect 
humanity, united forever in one person (Isa. 7:14; 9:6; Matt. 
1:18-25; Luke 1:26-35; John 1:1, 14; Phil. 2:5-11).

We believe the coming of Jesus Christ to earth was for the 
purpose of providing redemption for lost mankind through 
His sacrificial death and that His death made a full and 
vicarious atonement for our sins, sufficient for everyone, 
but effectual only for those who respond in faith. Upon His 
bodily resurrection from death, He ascended into heaven 
where He now sits at the right hand of God the Father as 
our High Priest, interceding for believers until the time 
when He will come again to reign forever (Isa. 53:4-6; Gal. 
4:4-5; I Tim. 1:15; Heb. 4:14-16; 7:25).
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THE HOLY SPIRIT
We believe that the Holy Spirit is deity possessing all the 
characteristics of personality (intellect, emotion, and will) 
and is not merely a force, influence, or power (Acts 16:6-
7; Rom. 8:27; 15:30; I Cor. 2:10-11, 13; 12:11; Eph. 4:30). 
He is equal with God the Father and God the Son and is 
of the same nature (Matt. 28:19; Acts 5:3-4; Rom. 8:9; II 
Cor. 13:14).

We believe that the Holy Spirit was active in creation, in 
the lives of select people during Old Testament days, and 
in Jesus Christ during His lifetime on earth. Today He 
performs several specific ministries on earth, including 
convicting of sin, restraining evil, and regenerating, 
indwelling, anointing, baptizing, sealing, filling, and 
gifting believers. He is the agent of the new birth, bringing 
people to salvation through understanding of their need as 
portrayed in the Word of God, after which He helps them to 
further understand God’s Word by illuminating that Word 
(Gen. 1:2; Num. 24:2; John 3:3-8; 16:8-14; I Cor. 6:19; 
12:13; Eph. 1:13; 4:30; 5:18; II Thess. 2:6-8; Titus 3:5; I 
John 2:20, 27).

We believe that God the Holy Spirit is sovereign in the 
bestowing of all His gifts (I Cor. 12:11) for the perfecting 
of the saints today (I Cor. 14:12). We believe that the Holy 
Spirit is the agent through whom each believer receives at 
least one spiritual gift, and that these gifts are given to be 
used for the edification of other believers. We teach that the 
confirming sign gifts (speaking in tongues, interpretation, 
healing, and working of sign miracles) were evangelistic 
gifts in the beginning days of the Church for the purpose 
of confirming the Gospel message (I Cor. 14:22a; II Cor. 
12:12; Heb. 2:3-4) and were not intended by God to be 
part of normative church worship and service.
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ANGELS
We believe that the angels are created beings, with each 
angel being a direct creation of God. They are by nature 
spirit beings possessing all the characteristics of personality 
(intellect, emotion, and will) and are superior to man in 
power. They exist to praise and glorify God, to serve as 
ministering spirits on behalf of believers, and to serve God 
in whatever ways He desires (Ps. 103:20-21; 148:2; Matt. 
22:28-30; Luke 20:36; Col. 1:16; Heb. 1:13-14; II Pet. 
2:11).

We believe that demons are fallen angels who followed 
Satan in his rebellion against God, that they are unclean 
and deceiving spirits, and that they continue to serve Satan 
in carrying out his evil purposes. Their ultimate destiny is 
the lake of fire (Matt. 10:1; 12:24; 25:41; Luke 4:36; Acts 
5:16; 8:7; I Tim. 4:1; Rev. 12:9).

We believe that Satan is a created angelic being, originally 
in a state of perfection and in the highest position of 
leadership in the angelic world. He is now fallen, due to his 
pride and desire to replace God, and is the ruler of all fallen 
angels of the present world system and of the atmosphere 
surrounding earth. He deceives nations, blinds the minds 
of unbelievers, opposes and endeavors to destroy believers, 
and continually seeks to frustrate the purposes of God. He 
was defeated at the cross and will ultimately be cast into 
the lake of fire (Isa. 14:12-15; Ez. 28:12-19; Matt. 25:41; 
John 14:30; 16:11; II Cor. 4:4; Eph. 2:2; I Pet. 5:8; I John 
3:8; 5:19; Rev. 20:3, 10).

MAN
We believe that God created the heavens and the earth 
as stated in Genesis, which is a literal, historical account 
of the direct, immediate creative acts of God without any 
evolutionary process. Man is the crowning achievement of 
creation, also the result of a direct creative act, made in the 
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image of God. All men are descended from the historical 
Adam and Eve, the first parents of the entire human race 
(Gen. 1:26-27; 2:7; 5:1-2; Ex. 20:11; John 1:3; Col. 1:16).

We believe that man was created innocent and free from 
sin, but that when he was tested in the garden of Eden, he 
voluntarily disobeyed the revealed will of God and became 
a sinful being. Because the entire human race was in Adam, 
all sinned and are partakers of the fallen nature, totally 
depraved and under the just condemnation of God (Gen. 
3:1-7; Ps. 14:1-3; Rom. 3:9-18; 5:12; 7:18; Eph. 2:1-3).

We believe that when man sinned, he lost his spiritual life and 
became dead in trespasses and sin, but that he is redeemable. 
The final destiny of each person is thus determined by 
whether or not he is redeemed, with those not redeemed 
spending eternity in the lake of fire (Matt. 25:41, 46; John 
3:5, 18; Rom. 6:23; 8:10; Rev. 20:11- 15; 21:8), and those 
redeemed spending eternity in heaven (Matt. 25:46; John 
3:15-16; Heb. 12:22-23; II Pet. 1:10-11).

SIN
We believe that sin is anything that is opposed to holiness 
and everything that is contrary to the character and will of 
God and that, though not all sin is of the same degree, all 
sin is sin because of its character. Because of Adam’s sin and 
the resulting depravity of all mankind, no one has merit 
before God or capacity for achieving any merit in his state of 
separation from God. Every person, therefore, automatically 
stands guilty before God, with the penalty being eternal 
separation from God, and the only hope being regeneration 
provided by God Himself. Each person is also accountable for 
personal sins that he commits, for which there is forgiveness 
and for which there is possible victory through the Holy 
Spirit and the Word of God. Though such personal sins will 
cause loss of fellowship with God, they will not cause loss 
of salvation, for all who are truly born again are kept by the 
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Father for His Son, Jesus Christ (Isa. 59:2; 64:6; John 6:44; 
10:27-30; Rom. 3:10-12; 5:12-21; 8:31-39; I Cor. 2:14; Gal. 
3:22; Eph. 2:8-9; 4:18-19; I John 1:6-10).

SALVATION
We believe that the salvation of sinners is entirely a work 
of God and wholly of grace, accomplished through the 
sacrificial death of the Son of God and by personal faith in 
Him as the only means of salvation. The death of Christ, 
in which He shed His blood for us, fully satisfied the just 
demands of a holy, righteous God for the payment of sin; 
and since Christ was a voluntary substitute in the sinner’s 
place, the Just for the unjust, faith in Him becomes the only 
condition for salvation (John 3:16, 36; 14:6; Acts 4:12; 
Rom. 3:21-28; Gal. 2:16; Eph. 2:8-9; I Pet. 2:21-24).

We believe that when any person places his faith in Christ 
and His completed work on the cross, he is born into the 
family of God, delivered from condemnation to justification, 
receives divine life, becomes separated from the world unto 
God, and is reconciled to God (I Cor. 1:2; II Cor. 5:17, 21; 
Gal. 3:13; Eph. 2:4-7; Col. 1:13-14, 20-21; Titus 3:5).

We believe that justification is the judicial act of God whereby 
He pardons sin and declares the person righteous based on 
the imputed righteousness of Christ. It is accompanied by 
sanctification, which is the work of God in setting apart the 
believer unto Himself. This is accomplished in a threefold 
manner:  positionally — each believer is established in a 
position of holiness at the moment he trusts Christ as Savior;  
progressively — each believer enters a process of continued 
spiritual growth throughout his lifetime as the Holy Spirit 
applies the Word of God to his life; and ultimately — each 
believer will be freed from the presence of sin at the return 
of the Lord (Rom. 5:1-11; II Cor. 7:1; Titus 2:11-13; Heb. 
10:10, 14; II Pet. 3:18; I John 3:1-2).



(8)

CHURCH
We believe that the invisible church is an organism 
composed of all saved people from the time of Pentecost to 
the rapture, that it is a New Testament institution unknown 
to the Old Testament prophets, and that it is separate and 
distinct from Israel, composed of both Jews and Gentiles. 
Believers become part of this institution through the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit, whereby He places them into 
the body of Christ at the moment of salvation (Rom. 6:1-
10; I Cor. 12:13; Gal. 3:27; Eph. 1:22-23; 2:10-17; 3:3-6; 
Col. 1:18, 24-26).

We believe that the invisible church is manifested 
through the local church, which is an organized assembly 
of baptized believers who meet together regularly for 
purposes which include prayer, Bible study, fellowship, 
and observance of the two church ordinances of baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper. The ministry of the local church is 
to be carried out under the leadership of men filling the 
two offices of pastor and deacon, with the entire operation 
of the church being under the direct headship of Christ 
and apart from any other human hierarchy. Members are 
to be born again and baptized by immersion (Matt. 28:19-
20; John 3:3-8, 16-18, 36; Acts 2:41, 47; 8:12, 36-39; 
9:18; I Cor. 11:23-26; Phil. 1:1; I Tim. 3:1-13; Titus 1:5-9; 
I Pet. 5:1-4).

FUTURE EVENTS
We believe in the imminent, pretribulational, premillennial 
return of Christ for His church, at which time the dead 
in Christ will be raised with glorified bodies, the living in 
Christ will be given glorified bodies without tasting death, 
and all will be caught up together to meet Christ in the air. 
They will then appear before the judgment seat of Christ 
to be judged regarding their service and works and will 
be rewarded accordingly (Rom. 14:10-12; I Cor. 3:11-15; 
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15:51-58; II Cor. 5:10; I Thess. 4:13-18; I John 3:1-3).

We believe the rapture will be followed by a seven-
year period of time during which God will pour out His 
wrath upon the unbelieving world. During this time the 
Antichrist will be revealed and empowered by Satan and 
will endeavor to take the place of God in ruling the world. 
He will be destroyed at the battle of Armageddon when 
Christ returns to earth (Dan. 9:24-27; 11:36-45; II Thess. 
2:3-12; Rev. 13:10; 19:11-20).

We believe the Tribulation will be terminated by Christ’s 
second coming, at which time He will cast the Antichrist 
and false prophet into the lake of fire, bind Satan and cast 
him into the bottomless pit for a thousand years, judge 
both Jews and Gentiles, and inaugurate a one-thousand-
year kingdom on earth, over which He will personally 
reign. During this time God will fulfill for Israel the 
conditions of the Abrahamic, Davidic, Palestinian, and 
New Covenants, and all the world will enjoy peace, 
equity, justice, and prosperity as they obey Christ (Gen. 
12:1-3; 13:14-16; 15:18-21; II Sam. 7:10-16; Jer. 31:31-
34 Ez. 20:33-44; 34;11-22; 36:24-30; Joel 3:1-3; Matt. 
24:27-30, 36-44; 25:1-46; Luke 21:34-36; Rev. 19:11-21; 
20:4-5).

We believe Satan will be released at the end of the 
millennium, that he will gather the armies of the nations 
against Christ and His saints, and that he will then be 
cast into the lake of fire forever. All the unbelieving 
dead will then be raised to stand before the Great White 
Throne and be sentenced to their eternal punishment 
forever. Believers will forever enjoy the blessedness of 
God’s presence after He has brought into existence the 
new heaven and the new earth, where Christ will be King 
of Kings and Lord of Lords (II Pet. 3:13; Rev. 20:7-15; 
21:1-8, 22-27; 22:1-5).
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MARRIAGE, GENDER & SEXUALITY
We believe that God wonderfully and immutably creates 
each person as male or female. These two distinct, 
complementary sexes together reflect the image and nature 
of God (Gen. 1:26-27). Rejection of one’s biological sex is a 
rejection of the image of God within that person.

We believe the term “marriage” has only one meaning: the 
uniting of one man and one woman in a single, exclusive 
union, as delineated in Scripture (Gen. 2:18-25). We 
believe that marriage between one man and one woman, 
for life, uniquely reflects Christ’s relationship with His 
Church (Eph. 5:21-33). We believe that God intends sexual 
intimacy to occur only between a man and a woman who 
are married to each other (I Cor. 6:18; 7:2-5; Heb. 13:4). 
We believe that God has commanded that no intimate 
sexual activity be engaged in outside of marriage.

We believe that any form of sexual immorality (including 
adultery, fornication, homosexual behavior, bisexual 
conduct, bestiality, incest, or use of pornography) is sinful 
and offensive to God (Matt. 15:18-20; I Cor. 6:9-10).

We believe that in order to preserve the function and integrity 
of Starkey Road Baptist Church as the local Body of Christ 
and to provide a biblical role model to its members and 
the community, it is imperative that all persons employed 
by the Church in any capacity or who serve as volunteers 
agree to and abide by this Statement on Marriage, Gender, 
and Sexuality (Matt. 5:16; Phil. 2:14-16; I Thess. 5:22).

We believe that God offers redemption and restoration to 
all who confess and forsake their sin, seeking His mercy 
and forgiveness through Jesus Christ (Acts 3:19-21; Rom. 
10:9-10; I Cor. 6:9-11).

We believe that every person must be afforded compassion, 
love, kindness, respect, and dignity (Mark 12:28-31; Luke 
6:31). Hateful and harassing behavior or attitudes directed 
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toward any individual are to be repudiated and are not in 
accord with Scripture nor the doctrines of Starkey Road 
Baptist Church.

SANCTITY OF HUMAN LIFE
We believe that all human life is sacred and created by 
God in His image. Human life is of inestimable worth in 
all its dimensions, including pre-born babies, the aged, the 
physically or mentally challenged, and every other stage or 
condition from conception through natural death. We are 
therefore called to defend, protect, and value all human life 
(Job 31:15; Ps. 139; Isa. 44:2; 49:1,5; Jer. 1:4-5; Gal. 1:15).

ARTICLE III: MEMBERSHIP

RECEPTION
Membership in this church will consist of persons who 
have received Jesus Christ as personal Savior and given 
evidence of the changed life that accompanies salvation, 
who have been baptized by immersion, who have declared 
themselves in agreement with the doctrines and practices 
of the church, and who have been accepted by majority 
vote of the members present and voting. Anyone desiring 
membership is required to meet with one of the pastors or 
other designated leaders to give personal testimony of their 
salvation and baptism. Membership may be by profession 
or statement of faith and baptism by immersion or through 
the restoration process associated with church discipline.

RESPONSIBILITIES
Members of this church are expected to regularly attend 
the scheduled services, to give consistently as the Lord has 
prospered toward the expenses and missionary interests 
of the church, and to honor and esteem those in authority 
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in the church by supporting them in their leadership by 
following and praying for them in a genuine spirit of 
love and submission (Heb. 10:24-25; Mal. 3:8-10; II Cor. 
8-9; Heb. 13:7, 17). Such practices demonstrate genuine 
loyalty to Jesus Christ and to this church which is one part 
of His body.

Members of this church are expected to note thoughtfully 
the obligations set forth in the Church Covenant and 
endeavor to abide by them.

Members of this church are expected to cultivate personal 
spiritual life and growth through regular Bible reading and 
prayer, and thus be available for the Holy Spirit to use in 
witnessing and in edifying others.

Members of this church are expected to do everything 
possible to preserve the unity and good testimony of the 
church, being willing to defer to others through a self-
sacrificing attitude for the good of the body.

DISCIPLINE
It is vital to the testimony of this church and the glory of 
our Lord that the purity of the church be preserved, and 
its unity protected. Therefore, any member who becomes 
involved in activity that threatens such will be subject to 
church discipline. The procedures followed will be those 
prescribed in Matt. 18:15-17 and I Cor. 5:1-7. Activities 
that threaten the purity and unity of the church include, 
but are not restricted to

1. obstructing the work of the church by spreading 
gossip, falsehood, slander, or conspiracy,

2. disrupting the operation of the church by promoting 
some issue, practice, or policy that causes division 
among its members,
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3. openly opposing those in authority in the church, 
or causing dissension regarding such by improper 
talk and/or action,

4. holding and promoting doctrine deemed to be false 
or heretical, and

5. walking disorderly by being involved in immorality, 
dishonestly, public scandal, and/or other activities 
inconsistent with a Christian profession.

In all cases of church discipline, the pastors and deacons 
will first strive for restoration through confrontation and 
counsel. If there is no proper response, the pastors and 
deacons will recommend to the membership immediate 
dismissal, with approval being granted by majority vote of 
those present and voting. Restoration will be considered 
when repentance has been evident and restitution has been 
made, and when there is sufficient evidence of a genuine 
desire to please the Lord.

TERMINATION
The name of any member will be removed from the church 
membership when one of the following conditions exists:

1. death,

2. request of transfer to another church,

3. personal request to have name removed,

4. disciplinary action by the church resulting in 
dismissal, or

5. continuous inactivity of the member over the 
period of one year, as determined by the pastors 
and deacons.


